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The Arct ic  has become a hub for  complex great
power dynamics ,  new economic opportunit ies

and chal lenges,  and c l imate change which
chal lenges the physical  geography and l iv ing

condit ions of  Arct ic  communit ies .
 

As a result ,  major  changes are tak ing place in
the pr ior i t ies of  and relat ions between states ,
mult inat ional  resource extract ion companies ,

the shipping industry ,  internat ional
inst i tut ions,  the mi l i tary  industry ,  and the

defense community .  
 

In  the Arct ic ,  melt ing permafrost  makes
environmental  issues a top pr ior i ty  of  great

powers ,  developments in mi l i tary  technology
for extreme weather condit ions a l ter  the

nature of  interact ion between nat ional
defenses,  and pr ivate companies ,  state actors

and internat ional  inst i tut ions cooperate on
combining prof i tabi l i ty  with c l imate protect ion.

 
At  th is  conference,  pol i t ic ians,  d ip lomats ,

defense personnel ,  representat ives from the
defense and shipping industry ,  and academics ,

journal ists  and think tank personnel  d iscuss
the swif t ly  changing dynamics of  a  region at

the forefront  of  changing internat ional
re lat ions.  

 

Arctic conference
 August 19 

Thursday August 19 2021
Moltke's Mansion

Dronningens Tværgade 2



Registration,  coffee,  tea,  and croissants
9:45am -  10:15am

Opening remarks by Char lotte F l indt  Pedersen,  Director ,  The
Danish Foreign Pol icy  Society  and Thomas Winkler ,  Arct ic
Ambassador of  the Danish Ministry  of  Foreign Af fa irs .

10:15am -
10:30am

 
PROGRAM

10:30am -
11:10am

Discussion 1:  The geopolitical  context:  the role of great
powers in the Arctic 
Moderator :L iselotte Odgaard,  Senior  Fel low,  Hudson Inst i tute

Break with coffee,  tea,  fruit,  cake11:50am -
12:20pm

11:10am -
11:50am

Discussion 2:  Opportunities and challenges encountered
by the maritime and resource extraction industry in the
Arctic 
Moderator :  Anne H.  Stef fensen,  Director General ,  Danish
Shipping

12:20pm -
1:00pm

Discussion 3:  Operational Capabil it ies in the Arctic 
Moderator :  Ni ls  Wang,  Rear Admiral  ( ret . ) ,  Managing Director ,
Naval  Team Denmark

1:00pm -
2:00pm Lunch

CLOSED SESSION:
ROUNDTABLE (CHATHAM HOUSE RULES) 

WITH AUDIENCE BY INVITATION
10:15am -  1:00pm



Break with coffee,  tea,  fruit,  cake3:50pm -
4:15pm

OPEN SESSION 
GREAT POWERS, ECONOMIC ACTORS, 

AND THE ENVIRONMENT ON THE MOVE:
THE DYNAMICS OF A CHANGING ARCTIC

2:00pm -  6:00pm

2:00pm -
2:20 pm

Introductory remarks based on roundtable discussions
Charlotte F l indt  Pedersen,  Director ,  The Danish Foreign Pol icy
Society  

4:15pm -
5:45 pm

Panel 2:  The environment and the defense industry in
the Arctic 
Moderator :  Mart in Breum, Arct ic  expert  and freelance
journal ist

2:20pm -
3:50 pm

Panel 1:  The role of the great powers in the Arctic
Moderator :  Mart in Breum, Arct ic  expert  and freelance
journal ist

Kenneth R.  Weinstein ,  Walter  P.  Stern Dist inguished Fel low,
Hudson Inst i tute:  The U.S .  ro le  in  the Arct ic .
Michael  Mann (onl ine) ,  EU Specia l  Envoy for  Arct ic  Matters :
The EU’s  ro le  in  the Arct ic .
M. Taylor  Fravel  (onl ine) ,  Professor ,  Secur i ty  Studies ,
Massachusetts  Inst i tute of  Technology (MIT) :  China ’s  ro le  in
the Arct ic .
Alexander Sergunin (onl ine) ,  Professor ,  Department of
Internat ional  Relat ions at  St .Petersburg State Univers i ty :
Russ ia ’s  ro le  in  the Arct ic .
Sara Olsv ig ,  Univers i ty  of  Greenland,  I l is imaturf ik :  Great
power pol i t ics :  A  v iew from Greenland.
Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen,  Professor of  Northern Studies
and Barents Chair  in  Pol i t ics  at  UiT The Arct ic  Univers i ty  of
Norway,  campus Tromsø:  Perspect ives  f rom Norway,  Ice land
and the Faroe Is lands

Q&A



Charlotte F l indt  Pedersen,  Director ,  The Danish Foreign Pol icy
Society

5:45pm -
6:00 pm

Closing remarks

END OF PROGRAM

Randy “Church”  Kee (onl ine) ,  Major  General ,  United States
Air  Force (ret . ) ,  Commissioner ,  U.S .  Arct ic  Research
Commission;  Execut ive Director ,  Arct ic  Domain Awareness
Center ,  Univers i ty  of  A laska;  Global  Fel low,  Polar  Inst i tute ,
Wi lson Center :  Trends in  the U.S .  Arct ic  s t rategy .
Kim Jesper Jørgensen,  L ieutenant General ,  Commander of
the Defense Acquis i t ion and Logist ics  Organizat ion:  An
operat ional  v iew on the need for  mari t ime and air
capabi l i t ies  in  the Arct ic .
Kåre Groes Chr ist iansen,  CEO,  Odense Mari t ime
Technology:  Trends in  the future  mari t ime plat forms of  the
Arct ic .
Jes  Munk Hansen,  CEO & President for  Terma A/S:  Trends in
air  and space technologies  in  the Arct ic .

The defense industry:
 

Q&A

Kathryn C.  Lavel le  (onl ine) ,  Professor ,  Department of
Pol i t ica l  Sc ience,  Case Western Reserve Univers i ty :  The
interplay between mari t ime and env ironmental  interests  in  the
Arct ic .  
Minik Rosing,  Professor of  geology at  the Univers i ty  of
Copenhagen,  Geological  Museum, Museum of  Natural
History :  Minerals  extract ion issues  in  the Arct ic .

The environment:
 

Q&A



Panel 1: The role of the great powers in the Arctic

From 2011 through 2020, Dr. Weinstein served as president and chief executive
officer of Hudson. In December 2019, he became the inaugural holder of the Walter
P. Stern Chair. He joined the Institute in 1991, was appointed CEO in June 2005, and
was named president and CEO in March 2011. Weinstein has been noted as an
expert on U.S. foreign policy and international affairs who has commented on U.S.
and international affairs on television and in numerous publications.

Kenneth R. Weinstein
Walter P. Stern Distinguished Fellow, Hudson Institute

Michael Mann is the former EU Ambassador in Reykjavik. Former Head of Strategic
communications at the European External Action Service (EEAS) and Chief
spokesperson for Catherine Ashton, the High Representative / Vice President.

Michael Mann
EU Special Envoy for Arctic Matters, European External Action Service

M. Taylor Fravel is the Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of Political Science and
Director of the Security Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Taylor studies international relations, with a focus on international
security, China, and East Asia. He is a member of the board of directors of the
National Committee on U.S.-China Relations and serves as the Principal Investigator
for the Maritime Awareness Project.

M. Taylor Fravel 
Professor, Security Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Prof. Sergunin is the author of numerous publications on regionalism, foreign and
security policy, EU-Russia relations and Russian Arctic policy.

Alexander Sergunin
Professor, Department of International Relations, School of International Relations,
St. Petersburg State University.

Sara Olsvig has served as a member of the Parliament of Denmark and the
Parliament of Greenland and has been the leader of the political party Inuit
Ataqatigiit. She is currently doing a PhD project at Ilisimatusarfik (University of
Greenland) about the relationship between Greenland and the United States in a
security policy perspective. Olsvig is currently chair of the Greenland Human Rights
Council.

Sara Olsvig
University of Greenland, Ilisimaturfik

Dr. Bertelsen does research on the place of the Arctic in global environmental and
political-economic globalisation processes. He is therefore focused on the role of
the Arctic in a transforming international order where Asia is reclaiming its historical
economic and political weight.

Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen
Professor of Northern Studies, Barents Chair in Politics, Department of Social
Sciences, The Arctic University of Norway (UiT).



Panel 2: The environment and the defense industry 
in the Arctic 

Church is a Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center Polar Institute, a Network
Member of the Canadian hosted North American and Arctic Defense and Security
Network at Trent University, Peterborough Ontario, and the U.S. designated lead for
a technology working group for the U.S. Navy Office of Naval Research International
Cooperative Engagement Program for Polar Research.

Randy “Church” Kee
Major General, United States Air Force (ret.), Commissioner, U.S. Arctic Research
Commission; Executive Director, Arctic Domain Awareness Center, University of
Alaska; Global Fellow, Polar Institute, Wilson Center.

Kim Jesper Jørgensen is the former commanding general of the Danish Joint Arctic
Command.

Kim Jesper Jørgensen
 Lieutenant General, Commander and National Armaments Director at Danish

Ministry of Defence Acquisition and Logistics Organization.

Kåre Groes Christiansen is the CEO of Odense Maritime Technology A/S. He is a
member of the board of Naval Team Denmark.

Kåre Groes Christiansen
 CEO, Odense Maritime Technology.

Jes Munk Hansen is a member of the board of Watts Water Technologies Inc. and
WS Audiology (Widex A/S). Furthermore, he is a member of the Executive Committee
of the Confederation of Danish Industry (DI), and a board member of the Danish
Defence and Security Industries Association (FAD) and member of the board of The
Manufacturing Industry (FFI). From 2014 to 2019, he was a member of the Board of
Governors of NEMA.

Jes Munk Hansen
 CEO & President for Terma A/S

Kathryn C. Lavelle is the Ellen and Dixon Long Professor of World Affairs at Case
Western Reserve University. She is the author of three books, and has received
fellowships from the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars; American
Political Science Association (APSA); and University of Toronto. She is a permanent
member of the New York Council on Foreign Relations.

Kathryn C. Lavelle
Professor, Department of Political Science, Case Western Reserve University

Minik Rosing is one of Denmark's most renowned researchers. He is the author of
several books.

Minik Rosing
Professor of geology at the University of Copenhagen, Geological Museum,
Museum of Natural History



Moderators

Liselotte has been a visiting fellow at numerous prestigious institutions such as the
Norwegian Nobel Institute in Oslo, the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars in Washington, D.C., and the Fairbank Center at Harvard University. Her
work focuses on U.S.-China-Europe relations, including NATO-China relations;
Chinese foreign, security and defense policy; Indo-Pacific security, and the
geopolitics of the Arctic region.

Liselotte Odgaard
Senior Fellow, Hudson Institute

Anne H. Steffensen has since 1 October 2013 been Director General & CEO of
Danish Shipping. She has a Master of Science degree from London School of
Economics and a Master of Politics from the University of Aarhus

Anne H. Steffensen
Director General & CEO Danish Shipping

Rear Admiral Nils Wang is one of Denmark’s leading analysts on issues related to
Arctic security and the relationship between Denmark and Greenland. He was Head
of the Royal Danish Navy for five years and spent 5 years in Greenland waters in his
early career. Upon retirement in 2018 he became Managing Director of Naval Team
Denmark, an export network of 27 Danish maritime defence companies. Nils Wang
holds several professional board positions.

Nils Wang
Rear Admiral (ret.), Managing Director, Naval Team Denmark

Martin Breum is an independent writer / commentator on Arctic affairs and
Denmark-Greenland relations. He is the author of several books about Greenland
and the Arctic.

Martin Breum
Arctic expert and freelance journalist

Charlotte Flindt Pedersen is the Director of the Danish Foreign Policy Society. She
has been in several long-term posts for the Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR)
between 1996 and 2015, lastly as the deputy director in charge of the organisation’s
international work.

Charlotte Flindt Pedersen
Director, The Danish Foreign Policy Society

Thomas Winkler is the Arctic Ambassador of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
He is a former Ambassador to Canada and Russia. 

Thomas Winkler
Arctic Ambassador of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs


